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Great Britain has left the handling of such mat-
ters to the Canadian authorities, and, while there
can be no interchange of ministers, there is an
enormous transaction of business between Ottawa
and Washington.

While there has of late years been little talk of
annexation, there have been many in both coun-
tries who have desired to reduce the significance of
the boundary to a minimum. This feeling led in
1911 to the formulation of a reciprocity agreement,
which Canada, however, was unwilling to accept.
Yet, if tariff restrictions were not removed, other
international barriers were as far as possible done
away with. In 1898 a commission was appointed
to agree upon all points of difference. Working
slowly but steadily, the commissioners settled one
question after another, until practically all prob-
lems were put upon a permanent working basis.
Perhaps the most interesting of the results of this
activity was the appointment in 1908 of a perma-
nent International Fisheries Commission, which
still regulates that vexing question.

Another source of international complication
arose out of the Atlantic fisheries off Newfound-
land, which is not part of Canada. It is off these
shores that the most important deep-sea fishing